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ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

SERVICE OF WORD
Congregational participation in bold font.

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Those present may make the sign of  the☩ cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the leader begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. Amen.

We confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of  our God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before
you. We fail in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend
your creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different
from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of  your saving grace. Amen.

In Christ Jesus, God has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy
Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the
eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the
way of  peace.Amen.
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GATHERING SONG ‘Rejoice, Rejoice, Believer’ ELW 244

One of the best-known customs for this season is the Advent Wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting in the midst of growing
darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a
victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to
lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes
the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and the congregation to the
evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into
implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that
our night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is dawning. As we light the first
candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to live
honorably, and guide us along your path of peace. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk
in the light of  the Lord. Amen.
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God,
and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

We pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Be seated.
FIRST READING Jeremiah 33:14-16

A reading from Jeremiah, the 33rd chapter.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be
called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

The Word of  the Lord.Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

A reading from First Thessalonians, the 3rd chapter.

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord
Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one
another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in
holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus
with all his saints.

The Word of  the Lord.Thanks be to God.

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
GOSPEL READING Luke 21:25-36

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”
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  Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
  “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may
have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of
Man.”

The Gospel of  the Lord.Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated.
SERMON Rev. David T. Drysdale II, Pastor

REFLECTION SONG

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
APOSTLES’ CREED

We profess our faith saying: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In this season of watching and waiting, we pray for all people and places yearning for God’s
presence. A brief  silence.

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the message
of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all people and in all
of  creation. Hear us, O God.Your mercy is great.

God of all creation, may mighty redwoods and microscopic plankton, fields and city parks, the
wind and the waves, all be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what you have
lovingly created. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the earth.
Grant a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders of our nation, of North Carolina, of
Catawba County, and of  our communities. Hear us, O God.Your mercy is great.
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God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all who
await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and life transitions
of every kind. We remember before you all on our Prayer List, all named as worship began, and
all we name now in the silence of our hearts or on the whispers of our lips (we pause for the offering
of  names…). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from destructive storms.
We pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural disasters in our nation and around
the world, for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, and other relief
organizations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of companionship and community, we thank you for the saints who journeyed with us and
now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us confident that your promises
endure forever. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and
those of  our hearts, in the name of  Jesus.Amen.

PEACE AND OFFERING

The peace of  the Lord be with you always.And also with you.

Greet one another with a sign of  Christ’s peace, saying “Peace be with you.”

We pray: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the
service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we travel the royal highway of faith you
set before us, through Christ Jesus, our true pathway and our peace. Amen.

Offering envelopes may be placed in the offering plate as you leave worship.
You may also mail your offering to Zion, or give online at zionhickory.org.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing so that you may abound in hope by
the power of  the Holy Spirit, through ☩ Christ Jesus for whom we wait.Amen.

5



SENDING SONG ‘Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending’ ELW 435
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

___________

PARTICIPANTS
If  anyone is interested in reading scriptures, please contact the Church Office.

Presiding Minister………………………………………………………..Rev. David T. Drysdale II
Director of  Music………………………………………………………………..Spence Robertson
Assisting Minister……………………………………………………………...Maryanne DeCesare
Ushers…………………………………………………..Ron Herman, Otis Morton, Steve Morton
Tellers…………………………………………………Sharon Becker, Rose Lackey, Elaine Vaughn

PRAYER CONCERNS
Please contact the church office to add a name for 30 days to the prayer list.

Please pray for those who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, especially the following:

Zion Members… Bob Baker, Jeb Bass, Donna Daily, Elsie Eudy, Barbara Haas, Bill Hefner,
Janice Jeffreys, Leigh Ann Lackey, Tom McNeely, Mike McRee, Violet Michael, Catherine Miller,
Joe Miller, Casey & Lily Mull, Patrick Mull, Jean T. Pitts, Martha Propst, Benelia Reese,
Barbara Scronce, Gene Ward, Barron Whitener, Janey Whitener, Stephen Whitener, Tracy Bias
Workman, Jerry Yoder.

Homebound… Peggy Austin, Janelda Deal, Revonda Harris, Charles Hunt, Nellie Lutz, Dottie
Yoder.

Friends of Zion… Jackie Coates, Carole Dickerson, Guy D. Elmore, Sandra & Stamey Hardin,
Dale Hollars, David Hollars, David Icenhour, Lovenia Icenhour, Beth LaBarbera, Jenny Massey
McMahan, McMillen Family, Terry Mooneyham, Natashia Nelson, Susan Peebles, Greg Sigmon,
Sue Walker, Jason Weaver, Patricia Wilmoth, Jim Yoder, Renee Yoder.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements are due in the Church Office by Thursday of  each week.

Worship Attendance Cards… Please complete the yellow worship attendance card inserted in
your service guide (there should be a pencil or two in the pew pocket) and just leave it where you
are sitting at the end of  worship. Ushers will collect the cards from the pews after worship.

A Reminder from Zion’s Stewardship Ministry… If you have not yet completed the 2021
Time & Talent survey, please do so this morning. Copies are available in the Narthex. We want to
thank all members who have already completed and turned in their survey!

Advent Worship Services… Advent Evening Prayer will be held jointly with Bethlehem
Lutheran Church in Hickory. We will gather at Bethlehem at 7:00 p.m. on the four Sundays of
Advent: November 28, and December 5, 12, and 19. Spence Robertson will serve as the
accompanist musician for Holden Evening Prayer and the Revs. Drysdale will co-serve as worship
leaders. Come, worship, and sing!

Devotional Booklets Available… Zion’s Education Ministry Team has made devotional
booklets available for the Advent/Christmas season. The booklet, entitled Daily Reflections for Advent
& Christmas: Waiting in Joyful Hope 2021-2022, contains a daily devotional beginning with the First
Sunday of Advent (November 28) through Epiphany and The Baptism of Our Lord (January 9).
Copies may be picked up in the Narthex or you may drop by the church office during regular
business hours.

Help Us Decorate the Sanctuary… On Saturday, December 4, at 10:00 a.m., volunteers are
needed to help decorate the tree and Sanctuary for the Christmas season. Come decorate and enjoy
the fellowship! Questions? Contact Dottie Crowder, 828-294-2295.

Bell Ringers Needed… Zion members are scheduled to ring the kettle bell for the Salvation
Army on Tuesday, December 7, from 11 a.m. until 8 p.m. We will be ringing on the upper level of
the Valley Hills Mall outside of J.C. Penney’s as we have in past years. This is a wonderful service
opportunity for adults, youth, and families with children. Face masks are optional. A sign-up sheet
is located in the Narthex if  you would like to take a 30-minute time slot.

Request from Children’s Ministry… We are in need of some artificial trees to use for the
children’s Christmas program. The trees may be picked up after the play on December 19. If you
can assist us, please contact Tara Eckard (828-446-1385 or taraeckard2011@gmail.com). Thanks!

Property Committee Meeting… The Property Committee will meet on Tuesday, December 7,
at 7:00 p.m. in the Augsburg Room. If you have questions, please contact Wanda Ballenger at
828-244-8376 or wballenger6@aol.com.

Weekly Contributions… Contributions to the General Fund the week of November 21 totaled
$3,822.06. Average weekly contributions needed to meet our 2021 budget are $6,480.25. In-person
worship attendance last Sunday totaled 74.
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