
04.11.21 Second Sunday of Easter 9:30 am

ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

SERVICE OF WORD
Congregation may very quietly speak or silently offer

the responses and text appearing in bold print.

GATHERING SONG ‘The Risen Christ’ ELW 390

“The risen Christ, who walks on wounded feet from garden tomb through darkened city street,
unlocks the door of  grief, despair, and fear, andspeaks a word of  peace to all who hear.”

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Those present may make the sign of  the cross, thesign marked at baptism, as the leader begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, the fountain of  living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of  baptism, we areclothed with God’s
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of  baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and placed
us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good
Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of  life.

We praise you for your salvation through water. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace,
and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water,
in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, now and forever.Amen.
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love ofGod,
and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

We pray: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say
and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Be seated.
FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35

A reading from Acts of  the Apostles, the 4th chapter.

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them,
for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was
sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

The Word of  the Lord.Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1st John 1:1-2:2

A reading from 1st John, the 1st and 2nd chapter.

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of
life—this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy
may be complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light
and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we
are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.
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My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole
world.

The Word of  the Lord.Thanks be to God.

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
GOSPEL READING John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if  you retain the sins of  any, theyare retained.”
  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
  A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written
in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of  God, and that through believingyou may have life in his name.

The Gospel of  the Lord.Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated.
SERMON Seminarian Spence Robertson

REFLECTION SONG

“The risen Christ, who stands with wounded side, breathes out his Spirit on them to abide
whose faith still wavers, who dare not believe; new grace, new strength, new purpose they receive.” elw 390
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We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
APOSTLES’ CREED

We profess our faith saying: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the (+)
resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting.Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief  silence.

You shower your church with grace. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one
heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your
creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land.
Give your whole creation the promise of  new life.Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You direct the nations. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways
of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in
authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your
generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others, especially all on our Prayer List, all
named as worship began, and all we name now in the silence of our hearts or on the
whispers of our lips (we pause for the offering of names...) Announce your peace to those who
are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the light of the
risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be
complete. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and
gifts of those who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PEACE AND OFFERING

The peace of  the Lord be with you always.And also with you.

Greet one another with a sign of  Christ’s peace, saying“Peace be with you.”

We pray: Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger
with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this journey, that we may pass over from death
to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Offering envelopes may be placed in the offering plate as you leave worship.
You may also mail your offering to Zion or, better yet,

give online through the “Donation” button on our website.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of  wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of  life, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Be seated.
SENDING SONG

“May we, Christ's body, walk and serve and stand with those oppressed in this and every land,
till all are blessed and can a blessing be, restored in Christ to true humanity.” elw 390

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

_____________
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PARTICIPANTS
If  anyone is interested in reading scriptures, pleasecontact the Church Office.

Presiding Minister / Director of  Music…………………………………………..SpenceRobertson
Assisting Minister……………………………………………………………...Maryanne DeCesare
Ushers……………………………………………………....Marc Ladnier, Elsie Eudy, Scott Jarrett
Temperature Checks………………………………………………………………..Mary Galbreath

PRAYER CONCERNS
Please contact the church office to add a name for 30 days to the prayer list.

Please pray for those who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, especially the following:

Zion Members… Jeb Bass, James Cordeiro, Donna Daily, Elsie Eudy, Barbara Haas, Bill Hefner,
Wayne Huffman, Janice Jeffreys, Leigh Ann Lackey, Nellie Lutz, Mike McRee, Violet Michael,
Catherine Miller, Joe Miller, Casey & Lily Mull, Debra Osborne, Catherine Pitts, Jean T. Pitts,
Martha Propst, Benelia Reese, Barbara Scronce, Greg Walters, Gene Ward, Barron Whitener,
Janey Whitener, Stephen Whitener, Jerry Yoder, Rosie Yoder.

Homebound… Beryl Beard, Janelda Deal, Revonda Harris, Charles Hunt, Dottie Yoder.

Friends of Zion... Guy D. Elmore, David Hollars, David Icenhour, Russell & Lovenia Icenhour,
Tamara Jakobs, Beth LaBarbera, Joyce Ladnier, Yolanda Ladnier, Jenny Massey McMahan,
the Peggy Sansbury Family, Laura Teague, Allen Travis

In order to keep the prayer list up-to-date, we will remove names from the “Friends of Zion” list after 30 days.
To keep someone’s name on the prayer list for longer than 30 days, simply contact the office at 828-294-2532 or
office@zionhickory.org. Thank you!

For announcements, see reverse side.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements are due in the Church Office by Thursday of  each week.

In-Person Worship… Reservations to attend the 9:30 a.m. worship service each Sunday may be
made by going to our web page (zionhickory.org) or by calling the church office. The service is also
broadcast live on Zion's Facebook page and posted to our website, Vimeo, and YouTube.

L.A.B. Time… L.A.B. Time for children (ages K-6th grade) is held each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. in the Apostles Room. Please remember to wear a mask or cloth face covering.. F.A.C.E.
Time will also meet this evening at 6:00 p.m. in the Apostles Room. If you have questions,
please contact Tara Eckard (828-446-1385) or Amy Jarrett (828-234-0108).

Welcome Ministry… Zion’s Welcome Ministry will be providing a BBQ dinner as part of the
Backpack Program’s fundraiser, “Standup to Hunger Comedy Competition,” on Thursday, April 15,
at the Crawdads Stadium. If you can help with preparations and/or serving the BBQ dinner, please
call Scott Jarrett (828-238-4337) or Ron Herman (828-238-3126). Volunteers that serve will be able
to view the comedy event for free!

WELCA Collection… Zion’s Women of the ELCA are sponsoring a special collection of needed
items for children who are placed in foster care through the Catawba County Department of Social
Services. The ladies will be collecting the following items during the month of April: twin bed
sheets, travel-size bottles of shampoo and conditioner, travel-size bar soap, toothbrushes (children’s
and adult sizes), toothpaste, hair brushes and combs. If you can help supply these items, please
place your donations in the grocery cart in the Parish Center or drop them by the church office.
Questions, contact Linda Morton, WELCA President, at 828-464-6252.

Broadcasting Fund… Church online is outreach in the 21st century. With this in mind, Worship
Ministry has researched and found a more reliable, robust video streaming solution for Zion’s
sanctuary. The estimated cost of this solution is $17,500. Having received a $5,000 grant from the
NC Synod’s Casey-Peeler Fund, $12,500 is needed to acquire and install the broadcasting solution -
hopefully before we move back into the sanctuary. Please donate to this project to help us continue
sharing what’s going on at Zion with our members, our families, our friends, and beyond.

2021 Graduates... If you or your child will be graduating this spring from high school or college,
please contact the church office as soon as possible. We need the graduate’s name, date of
graduation, school name, and diploma or degree received. Thank you!

College Scholarships… The Zion Mission Endowment Fund Board is offering scholarships for
the 2021-22 school year. Members of Zion Lutheran Church as of January 1, 2021 are eligible to
apply for the scholarships. The online application may be completed in its entirety and submitted
from Zion’s website, zionhickory.org. Deadline for applications is Sunday, May 9, 2021.

Contributions... Contributions to the General Fund the week of April 4 totaled $8,800.00.
Average weekly contributions needed to meet our 2021 budget are $6,480.25.
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